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\uttle runway three miles 
om the launch pad. Landing 
‘curred 21 minutes after the 
igine failed. 

Executing the maneuvers in 
e simulator were astronauts 
oren Shriver, James Wether- 
se and Franklin Chang-Diaz. 
bserving were commander 
ick Hauck and the four mem- 
ars of his crew who will fly 
peo wenyery mission in Au- 
ast. 

The simulated liftoff was 55 
inutes late because of inten- 
onal electrical, communica- 
ons and other problems built 
ito the count to give control- 
rs experience in resolving 
em. A high fuel pressure 
ading 31 seconds before lif- 
ff would have scrubbed a 
al launch effort, but was 
ypassed so the test could con- 
nue. 

The exercise involved 300 
aunch-day team members 
‘om five NASA field centers, 
ontractor personnel and res- 
ue, weather, safety and com- 
iunications officials. NASA 
pokeswoman Lisa Malone 
aid the purpose was to “‘vali- 
ate to the fullest extent possi- 
le the complete launch 
rocess system.” 

There have been hundreds of 
hanges, most aimed at safety, 
1 procedures, personnel, flight 
nd ground hardware, soft- 
are and management since 
he Challenger accident. To- 
ay’s simulation was the only 
pportunity to check them out 
ith the entire launch-day 
2am before the actual count- 
own. 

Under the new management 
tructure, astronaut Bob Crip- 
en, yeteran of four shuttle 
lights, has the final decision 
n whether a shuttle will be 
aunched. His main adviser is 
aunch director Bob Sieck, but 
ither can call on scores of 
xperts in many disciplines. 
The shuttle fleet has been 
rounded since the Challenger 
lisaster, with the major road- 
lock to flight being the rede- 
ign of the solid fuel booster 
ocket blamed for the explo- 
ion. 


Car bomb 
starts battle 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — 
\ car bomb exploded near a 
Syrian army checkpoint in 
south Beirut today, touching 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
previous month and 11.83 re- 
ports in January. The April 
figures for mishandled bags 
were also the best since the 
consumer statistics began 
being compiled last: Septem- 
ber. 

The number of passengers 
bumped from flights because 
of overbooking also declined. 
There were 3.71 passenger for 
every 10,000 boardings involun- 
tarily bumped during April, 
compared with 5.46 passengers 
during the first three months 
of the year, the department 
said. 

Continental Airlines and 
Eastern Airlines, both owned 
by Texas Air Corp., had the 
highest complaint rate in May 
with 11.43 complaints for every 
100,000 passengers who flew on 
Continental and 10.34 com- 
plaints from every 100,000 peo- 
ple on Eastern. 

While the number of com- 


plaints involving Continental 


was more than any other air- 
line it represented a sharp 
improvement over a year ago 
when the department received 
more than 21 complaints per 
100,000 travelers on Continen- 
tal. Northwest Airlines, which 
until recently had consistently 
been among the airlines with 
high complaint rates, also 
showed continued improve- 
ment with only 3.22 complaints 
for every 100,000 passengers 
flown in May. 

Southwest Airlines, Aloha 
Airlines and Air Wisconsin had 
the best complaint record with 


Duchess already 


LONDON (AP) — Two 
months before her baby was 
due, the Duchess of York was 
already accompanied by a new 
member of the family. 
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“THE SECRET 
IS OUT!” 
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